
 

 

Therefore encourage one another with these words.          I Thessalonians 4:18 

 

 
 The citizens of Feldkirch, Aus-
tria didn't know what to do. Na-
poleon's massive army was pre-
paring to attack. Soldiers had 
been spotted on the heights 
above the little town, which was 
situated on the Austrian bor-
der. A council of citizens was 
hastily summoned to decide 
whether they should try to de-
fend themselves or display the 
white flag of surrender. It hap-
pened to be Easter Sunday, and 
the people had gathered in the 
local church. The pastor rose 
and said, "Friends, we have 
been counting on our own 
strength, and apparently that 
has failed. As this is the day of 
our Lord's resurrection, let us 
just ring the bells, have our ser-
vices as usual, and leave the 
matter in His hands. We know 
only our weakness, and not the 
power of God to defend us." 
The council accepted his plan, 
and the church bells rang. The 
enemy, hearing the sudden 
peal, concluded that the Austri-
an army had arrived during the 
night to defend the town. Be-
fore the service ended, the ene-
my broke camp and left. 

 Thë Ëñçøürågër 
A CHURCH THAT'S ALL IT OUGHT TO BE  

I think that I shall never see 
A church that’s all it ought to be; 
A church whose members never 
stray 
Beyond the straight and narrow 
way; 

A church 
who has no 
empty 
pews, 
Whose pas-
tor never 
has the 
blues. 
A church 
whose 
stewards 
never 
"stew" 
Or shirk the job that’s theirs to 
do. 

Where gossips never peddle lies, 
Or make complaints or criticize; 
Such perfect churches there may 
be, 

But none of them are known to 
me; 

But still, we’ll work and pray 
and plan 
To make our church the best we 
can. 

Ten Commandments of 

Human Relations 

1. Speak to people. There is nothing 
as nice as a cheerful word of greet-
ing. 

2. Smile at people. It takes seventy-
two muscles to frown, only four-

teen to smile. 

3. Call people by name. Music to 
anyone's ears is the sound of his/
her own name. 

4. Be friendly and helpful. 

5. Be cordial. Speak and act as if 
everything you do is genuinely a 
pleasure, and if it isn't, learn to 
make it so. 

6. Be genuinely interested in peo-
ple. You can like almost every-
body if you try. 

7. Be generous with praise, cautious 
with criticism. 

8. Be considerate with the feelings 
of others. There are usually three 
sides to a controversy: yours, the 
other fellow's, and the right one. 

9. Be alert to serve. What counts 
most in life is what we do for oth-
ers. 

10. Add to this a good sense of hu-
mor, a big dose of patience, and a 
dash of humility, and you will be re-
warded manifold through life.  

 



Å måñ ïß kñøwñ bÿ thë 
çømpåñÿ hïß mïñd 

këëpß. 
Thomas Bailey Aldrich 

Dwight Moody 

Write it on your heart that 
every day is the 

best day in the year. He is 
rich who owns the day, 

and no one owns 
the day who allows it to 
be invaded with fret and 

anxiety. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

A man is what he is—not 
what he used to be. 

Jewish proverb 

 This Is Not a Race  

Clovis Chappell, a great preacher of a previous 

generation, used to tell the story of two paddle-

boat steamers. They left Memphis about the same 

time, traveling down the River to New Orleans. As 

they traveled side by side, crew members made 

disparaging remarks about the slowness of the 

other boat. Words were exchanged. Challenges 

were made. 

And the race began. The competition was keen as 

the boats roared down the Mississippi. One boat 

began falling behind. Not enough fuel. There had 

been plenty of coal for the trip, but not enough 

for a race. As the boat dropped back, an enter-

prising crew member took some of the ship's car-

go and tossed it into the ovens. Their boat began 

to catch up, so they made fuel out of more and 

more cargo. They finally won the race, but in the 

process they burned their cargo, the very material 

they had been hired to transport. 

Parents, our primary mission is not to win a rat 

race, but to faithfully care for those persons en-

trusted to us, especially our children. 

Bill Bouknight 

 

Røügh røåd åhëåd 

It had been an especially long trip 
home, and the weary traveler still had 
many more miles to go. So he winced 
at a sign warning “Rough Road Ahead 
— 4 miles.” 
 
Rough, indeed. The lanes narrowed, 
and the shoulder disappeared. Traffic 
slowed to a crawl as drivers navi-
gated around potholes and moving 
construction equipment. But sure 
enough, after exactly four miles, the 
road became smooth again. 
 
“In this world you will have trouble,” 
Jesus said. “But take heart! I have 
overcome the world” (John 16:33, NIV). 
Notice that Jesus didn’t say we 
“might” have trouble. Sooner or later, 
problems will come. The road will get 
rough. But Jesus has already defeated 
everything the world can throw our 
way. We just have to keep moving, 
fueled on by hope. 

Oh, summer has clothed the Earth 
In a clock from the loom of the Sun! 
And a mantle, too, of the skies’ soft blue, 
And a belt where the rivers run. 
–Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872–1906)  

My purpose 
God has created me to do him some definite service … 
I have my mission … he has not created me for naught. 
I shall do good; I shall do his work … 
I will trust him, whatever I am, 
I can never be thrown away. 
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him, 
in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him. 
If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve him. 
He does nothing in vain … 
He knows what he is about. 
    —John Henry Newman 




